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subsisted respecting this affair, and which, no doubt, took
its rise from party prejudice. It was carried to such a height
that the Members of Parliament for several places were in-
structed to move the House for an inquiry into the affair;
and accordingly it was moved in the House of Commons
that " The letters-patent granted to the Earl of Bellamont
and others respecting the goods taken from pirates were
dishonourable to the King, against the law of nations, con-
trary to the laws and statutes of this realm, an invasion of
property, and destructive to commerce." Though a negative
was put on this motion, yet the enemies of Lord Somers and
the Earl of Oxford continued to charge those noblemen with
giving countenance to pirates; and it was even insinuated
that the Earl of Bellamont was not less culpable than the
actual offenders.
As soon as Kidd arrived in England he was sent for,
and examined at the bar of the House of Commons, with
a view to fix part of his guilt on the parties who had been
concerned in sending him on the expedition; but nothing
arose to incriminate any of those distinguished persons.
Kidd, who was in some degree intoxicated, made a very
contemptible appearance at the bar of the House; on
which a member, who had been one of the most earnest
to have him examined, violently exclaimed: " This fellow
I thought had been only a knave, but unfortunately he
happens to be a fool likewise/* Kidd was at length tried at
the Old Bailey, and was convicted on the clearest evidence;
but neither at that time nor afterwards charged any of his
employers with being privy to his infamous proceedings.
He suffered, with one of his companions (Darby Mullins),
at Execution Dock, on the 23rd day of May, 1701. After
Kidd had been tied up to the gallows the rope broke and
he fell to the ground; but being immediately tied up again,
the ordinary, who had before exhorted him, desired to speak
with him once more; and on this second application en-
treated him to make the most careful use of the few further
moments thus providentially allotted him for the final
preparation of his soul to meet its important change. These
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